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TO THE 


Meſſengers, Elders and Repreſentatives 


OF THE 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 


To whom it was preached, 


And, 


At whoſe unanimous Requeſt it is publiſhed,) 


As a Token of his Eſteem and of his 
ardent Wiſhes for the Succeſs of their 
reſpective Endeavours to ſerve the 

| Intereſts of Religion and Truth, 


This DISCOURSE 


is reſpeQfully inſcribed 
by 
their affectionate Brother 


and humble Servant, 


The Author. 
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ISAIAH xlix. 4. 


THrzeNn. I $A1iD, I Have LABOURED IN 
VAIN, I HAVE SPENT MY STRENGTH 
FOR NOUGHT, AND IN VAIN; YET 
SURELY MY JUDGMENT 1S WITH 
THE LORD, AND MY WORK WITH 


My Gop. 


HE repreſentation given us by the Apo- 
ſtle Paul of the uſefulneſs of the ſacred 
Scriptures is, that they are © profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for in- 
ſtruction in righteouſneſs.” In this view the hiſ- 
torical and prophetical parts of the Old Teſta- 
ment claim our attention, and they afford an op- 
portunity of explaining the diſpenſations of Pro- 
vidence, of diſplaying the wiſdom, faithfulneſs 


and grace of God, and of inſiſting on many im- 
B portant 


3% 
portant obſervations, in a manner that will be at 
once reliſhed and felt. 


As to the words of the text, it is generally ac- 
knowledged that the Prophet, in this. chapter, 
refers to the Meſſiah and his prophetic Office : 
Our Lord is here perſonated, and introduced 
expreſling his ſentiments on the effect of his mi- 


niſtry, and the conſequences of it with reſpett to 


others and to himſelf. I ſhall therefore, | 
* 

Firſt, Explain and illuſtrate the words as they 
are a prediction of the unſucceſsfulneſs of our 
Lord's miniſtry with reſpett to men, and of the 
certainty of his acceptance and reward with God 
his Father. And, 


Secondly, I ſhall defire your attention to 


the practical and important reflections they ſug- 


geſt. | 


_ Firſt, I ſhall open and illuſtrate the words as 
they contain a prediction of the unſucceſsfulneſs 
of our Lord's miniſtry with reſpe& to men, and 
of his certain acteptance and reward with his 
Father. I ſaid, I have laboured in vain, I 
have ſpent my ſtrength for nought, and in vain; 


yet 
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yet ſurely. my judgment is with the Lord, and 
my work with my God.” 


1. To begin with the former of theſe things, 
namely the little ſucceſs which attended Chrilt's 
perſonal miniſtry. © I haye laboured in vain, I 
have ſpent my ſtrength for nought, and in vain.” 


Whether we conſider the authority and dig- 
nity with which our Lord ſpake—the meſſage 
he delivered—the purity of his life and the ex- 
cellency of his dottrine—the warmth of his be- 
nevolence and tenderneſs of his compaſſion—the 
ardour of his zeal for the falvation of mankind 
and the glory of his heavenly Father—or the de- 
ſign upon which he was ſent into the world, a de- 
ſign full of grace and love and of high and laſt- 
ing concern to finners; whether we conſider 
theſe circumſtances, recommending the miniſtry 
of Jelus Chriſt, ſingly or in union, they appear 
to furniſh the moſt pleaſing proſpett of the rea- 
dineſs with which men would hearken to, and of 
the cordiality with which they would embrace 
ſuch an ambaſſador of truth, ſalvation and peace. 


We might have ſuppoſed, that they who were 
diſtinguiſhed by his perſonal preſence amongſt 
B 2 them 
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them who rejoiced in the gladdening effefts of 
his miraculous powers—whoſle coaſts were bright. 
ened with the ſmiles of his benevolence and love 
—in whoſe ſynagogues he delivered the divine 
words of wiſdom and grace—and before whoſe 
eyes his example ſhone forth with every beauty 
of humility, piety and goodneſs ; we might have 
ſuppoſed that they would have vied with each 
other in alacrity to receive the offers he made, 
and in ſending forth the chearful Hos Ax NAS of 
praiſe and affection before Him, who came in 
the name of the Lord. According to the ſup- 
poſition made in the parable, it is natural to ima- 
gine, that however they might have deſpiſed and 
rejeaed perſons of inferior authority and excel- 
lence, they would have reverenced the Sox ox 


Gov. 


But far different from this was the reception 
our Lord met with. The records of his miniſ- 


try contain various affecting monuments of the 


little ſucceſs that attended his preaching and mi- 
racles. He came to his own, but his own re- 
ceived him not.“ 


It is true, the fame of his doftrine went 


throughout all the land of Judea: from the vil- 
lages 


EZ 


lages and towns they crouded to lay their ſick 
at his feet and to implore his healing touch; 
and notwithſtanding the numerous converts which 
ſubmitted to the baptiſm of John, He made 
more diſciples'than did this venerable Prophet. 
But the number of his followers bore a very 
ſmall proportion to thoſe who rejected his gra- 
cious and important counſels; and the zeal of 
his votaries was far exceeded by the malice of 
his enemies. 


How frequently do the inſtances of the malig- 
nant treatment, this wiſeſt and moſt beneficent 
perſon received, abound in the hiſtory of the 
New Teſtament! How frequently, at the very 
time that they heard the ſublimeſt and moſt con- 
vincing truths drop from his ſacred lips and faw 
the ſick and blind deriving the pleaſures of health 
and fight from his: powerful mandate, did indig- 
nation ' againſt him ariſe in their breaſts, and 
vent itſelf in all the venom of their tongues 
and in the wicked deſigns of unprovoked 
cruelty! 


Reproach and calumny were echoed 4 his 
merciful offers, and perſecution was the return 


wich which his kind deeds were repaid. They, 
who 
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who beheld the tears of humanity and friendſhip 
he let fall over the grave of Lazaxus—who 
heard the great and animating truths he then 
taught—and were witneſſes to that power, which 
called his dead friend from the tomb even they 
take this opportunity of kindling the malice and 
rage of the Jews, John 11. The whole tribe 
af the Seribes and Phariſees, who by their ſpi- 
ritual authority and the outward ſanQity of their 
manners had a great influence over the judg - 
ment and condutt of the people, were obſtinate- 
ly determined to reſiſt the conviction of his mi- 
racles, the force of his perſuaſions and the dig - 
- nity with which he ſpake. 


His moſt juſt and poignant reprooſs could 
not excite their remorſe, nor his various bene- 
ficent deeds reconcile their inhuman hearts to 
him, nor his tender tears of compaſſion melt 
their obdurate minds. They purſue him with 
repeated inſults and injuries. They were not 
merely inattentive to, or unaffected with, his la- 
bours and inſtructions; but his words and diſ- 
courſes left the worſt impreſſions on their minds. 
They purſue his life, with the mean and con- 
cealed deſign of enſnaring him in his diſcourſes, 
to find ſomething to accuſe him, and ſometimes 

with 
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with- the more open and inhuman methods of 
violence. 


The period: of his miniſtry was filled up with 
continual ſchemes of malice and revenge, through 
every ſcene of his labours be met with oppoſi - 
tion, and in every town and village he found 
enemies and perſecutors. His various ſuffer- 
ings and dangers and the records of his life af- 
ford too, too many affecting proofs that, com- 
paratively ſpeaking, he laboured in vain, and 
ſpent his ſtrength for nought. And when we 
follow him to the laſt ſcene of ſorrow and dif- 
treſs, and ſee this amiable and great perſon be- 


trayed by one, denied by another, and forſaken 
by the reſt of his own conſtant and immediate fol- 


lowers—when we behold the unrelenting rage 
of the Scribes and Phariſees, and the madden- 
ing multitude ſeeking to glut themſelves with the 
blood of innocence and goodneſs, what piercing 
and affecting views of the unſucceſsfulneſs of 
his words, and works and tears preſent them- 
ſelves! The crown of thorns, his ſtripes and 
the ignominious tortures of the croſs were the 


lad fruits of his labours amongſt them whom he 


came to ſave.— With what a melancholy pro- 
priety, therefore, might the Prophet uſe the 


language 
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language of the text, or adopt thoſe other pa- 
thetic exclamations he uſes in the fiſty-firſt chap- 
ter. Who hath believed our report? And 
to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed ? He 
is deſpiſed and rejected of men; a man of ſor- 
rows and acquainted with grief: And we hid, as 
it were, our faces from him ; He was deſpiſed, 
and we eſteemed him not.” 


But let us now turn to a more pleaſing ſcene, 
to which the text diretts our attention; 


2. The certainty of our Lord's acceptance and 
reward with God, notwithſtanding the ſmall ſuc- 
ceſs which followed his perſonal labours amongſt 
men. My judgment is with the Lord, and 
my work with my God.“ And thus in the next 
verſe, © Though Iſrael be not gathered, yet 
ſhall I be glorious in the eyes of the Lord, and 
my God ſhall be my ſtrength.” 


Our divine Maſter was, in every thing, great ; 
perhaps in nothing more ſo, than in his ſteady 
endeavours to do good, and his unconquerable 
compaſſion for mankind, without being diſheart- 
ened or turned aſide from thoſe gracious mea- 
lures he purſued for the ſalvation of the wicked 

| and 
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and ungrateful! This inexſ{tinguiſhable' mercy 
flowed from the ardour of his piety, and was ſup- 
ported by the firm and lively hope of his accept- 
ance with God and of the glory that awaited him. 
As the Author of the Epiſtle to. the HEBREWS 
expreſleth it, For the joy that was ſet before 
him He endured the crols, deſpiſing the ſhame :” 
and therefore, when the period to his uſeful 
life was haſtening to a cloſe, and the laſt ſcene 
of ſorrow and diltreſs was in view, he could ad- 
dreſs himſelf. to his Father with this noble con- 
ſciouſneſs, and in the language of devout truſt, 
% Father, I have glorified thee on earth, I have 
finiſhed the work which thou gaveſt me to do: 
and now, O Father, glorily thou me with thy- 
ſelf,” John xvil. 4, 5+ 


And his expeQation did not fail him, nor his 
reward fall ſhort of his hopes. For when men 
had vented their bittereſt malice againſt him and 
had uſed their utmoſt ſkill to fink him in ever- 
lalting diſgrace and oblivion ; they were even 
then, with unſuſpetted ſpeed, executing the pur- 
poſes of God to erett everlaſting trophies of 
victory to the honour of his Son. 


© The 


| L be -] 

The birth and life of Chriſt were not with- 
out ſtrong atteſtations to his ſtanding high in the 
regards of God his Father. Once and again 
did a voice from heaven proclaim him the BE- 
- LovED Son or Gop, in whom the Father was 
well pleaſed. Once and again angels were com- 
miſſioned to afford their teſtimony to the worth 


of his character, and the acceptableneſs of his 


undertaking. Through all the circumſtances of 
his miniſtry did he diſplay the fulleſt manifeſta- 
tions of the preſence and the patronage of God, 
in the wiſdom of his dottrine and the power of 
his miracles. 


And undoubtedly never could the theatre of 
this world exhibit a ſpectacle more pleaſing to 
the Father of mercies than the life and death, 
than the unwearied labours and generous efforts 
of his on Son in a cauſe fo unſpeakably kind 
and important as that of our ſalvation. Can we 
imagine a charatter more acceptable to God, 
than the perfect purity and amiable . goodneſs of 
our Saviour: or ſchemes and purpoſes more 
worthy- his higheſt approbation, than the gracious 
deſign for which Chriſt tabernacled amongſt 
men? And accordingly after he had fulfilled 
his miniſtry he received the fulleſt proofs that 

his 
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« his judgment was with the Lord, and his work 
with his God,” After the laſt ſcene of his ſuf- 
ferings and ſhame was finiſhed, a noble ſcene of 
joy and bliſs opened. 


In his reſurrection from the dead and in his 


victory over the grave he receives part of the 
reward, which was laid up for him in the muni- 
ficence of God. But here the reward only be- 
gins. He aſcended to heaven to reap the ſub- 
limer fruits of his patient ſuffering and perſever- 
ing diligence, as a preacher of righteouſneſs and 
the Saviour of the human race. He is exalted 
to the throne of God. He reigns over all na- 


ture. Angels eſteem it an honour to join in one- 


general and ſubmiſſive anthem of glory and 
bleſſing and praiſe to Him, who 1s over all things 
in heaven, in earth and under the earth. Through 
his mediation, of ſuch worth was his interpoſi- 
tion in the ſight of God, are mankind to re- 
ceive every bleſſing, which can ennoble and ex- 
alt their natures through an happy eternity. 
Through his advocacy the favour and friendſhip 
of heaven and its eternal recompences are to be 
diſpenſed. And on his final and irreverſible 
ſentence, the everlaſting ſtate of thouſands, of 


millions of intelligent creatures will depend. 
C 2 This 
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This is his reward with God. And how glo- 
rious muſt be that perſon, to whom is made the 
grant of this dominion _ dignity, 0s influ. 
ence and power! 


Hence ariſes the fulleſt evidence that though 


Chriſt was deſpiſed of man, He was honoured 


by God: that though he ſowed the precious 


ſeed with tears and grief. he reaped the beſt and 


moſt honourable fruits in the riches and glory 
of his exalted ſtate: and that though a crown 
of thotns in return for his good ſervices, through 
the baſe malice of men, pierced his temples on 
earth; an eternal diadem of the brighteſt luſtre 
was placed on his brows above: though he was 
ungenerouſly rejected by men; his reward, ſig- 
wal and great, was with God. 


We proceed from thus illuſtrating the words 
of the text, and ſhewing their accompliſhment 


in * Chriſt, to deſire, 


Secondly, Your candid and ſerious attention 


to the practical and important reflections that 


ariſe from this topic. And I am perſuaded you 
ealily ſee that this ſubjett ſuggeſts great comfort 
to the ſincere miniſters of righteouſneſs and 

truth 
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truth—calls upon us to lament the power of 
finful prejudices—and ſhould engage us to warn 
one another that we do not continue impenitent, 
ſtrangers to the power of real religion, under 
the beſt means of converſion and reformation. 


1. I would obſerve that this ſubje& offers 
conſiderations of great comfort to the ſincere 
miniſters of righteouſneſs and truth, to animate 
their kind endeavours to reform a wicked world 
and to ſupport them under their unſucceſsful ef- 
forts. 


A man who has a deep ſenſe of the impor- 
tance of religion and eternity on his own mind, 
will be very ſolicitous to communicate theſe im- 
preſſions to others. When his profeſſion and 
employment call him to view theſe intereſting 
ſubjects in every light in which they can con- 
vince the judgment and affett the heart ; his 
ſoul will in a manner labour under the weight 
of that concern, which he will feel for thoſe 
who entirely negle& them, and he will be led 
to revolve in his own mind every method of 
awakening and rouſing their ſlothful and forget- 
ful minds. The conſciences of many excellent 


perſons, who ſuſtain the miniſterial character, can 
- teſtify 
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teſtify to the truth of this. Whilſt their fellow 
creatures are dear to them—whilſt, they are af. 
feftionately deſirous of their ſalvation—and their 
boſoms heave with the good and generous pur- 
poſe of forming a fooliſh and wicked world to 
wiſdom and goodneſs, they ſtudy and labour— 
they preach and pray — they wear out their 
ſtrength — expend their time — and ſometimes 
ſhorten their lives in a cauſe ſo divine in itſelf 
and ſo important to you. 


But after all they feel for the intereſts of religion 
and truth—afterall their pains to cheriſh the kind- 
eſt and warmeſt feelings for your ſalvation and 
aſter all their utmoſt care and anxiety to impart 
the ſame feelings to you, have they not too much 
reaſon; alas! they too well know, and you in your 
own hearts know, they have too much cauſe to 
take up the words of the text and ſay, We have 


laboured in vain, we have ſpent our ſtrength for 


nought, and in vain.” For is the diſciple above 
the maſter ? Or what are the preachers of righ- 
teouſneſs and truth in modern times better than 
their fathers in former ages, who have in all ge- 
nerations been repeating their complaints, with 
regard to multitudes, that they ſtretched out 

their 
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their hands all day long to a diſobedient and 
gainſaying people ? 


When we ſurvey, Chriſtians, the temper and 
conduct of many whom we addreſs from Sabbath 
to Sabbath, with the words of ſoberneſs and truth, 
do we not ſee ſome on whom neither conſidera- 
tions of terror nor of love will make a deep and 
laſting impreſſion ; many, who the more they are 
exhorted and intreated, grow only more averſe 
to the things of their everlaſting peace, and 
more hardened under the moſt ſoftening perſua- 
fions? Labours thus repaid, efforts thus with- 
ſtood, require the moſt animating conſiderations 
to ſupport the mind and call for the encourage- 
ment and conſolation of God's moſt reviving 
promiſes. | 


Unhappily for the ſinners of mankind, ours is 
no ſingular caſe. Would to God! that unſuc- 
ceſsful prayers and ſermons and ſtudies were 
confined to our age. But, alas! former times 
were pregnant with inſtances of impenitency, 
under the beſt and moſt efficacious means of 
religion and virtue. The Sox or Gop himſelf, 
notwithſtanding his authority, purity, goodneſs 
and wiſdom, even HE did pray and preach and 

weep 
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weep in vain. _ Yet did He not deſiſt from his 
labo ars, nor faint in his mind» A conſciouſneſs 
of God's favour and acceptance revived and 
rejoiced his heart under the moſt affecting in- 
ſtances of the perverſeneſs and impenitency of 
men. He knew that his judgment was with the 
Lord and his work with his God. 


And let the Preachers of righteouſneſs and 


the goſpel, in ſucceeding ages, be aſſiduous and 


perſevering like their divine Maſter; for, ſure and 
certain as his reward was with God, ſo will be 
theirs. Like him they may be lighted by men, 
but to their unſpeakable comfort, like Jeſus their 
Lord, they will ſtand high in the eſteem of God. 
They are glorious in the eyes of the Lord. 


Our work, my reſpetted Fathers, and Bre- 
thren, is good: our labours are really noble 
and divine: the Fountain of Life, the righte- 
ous God who loveth righteouſneſs, now beholds 
with delight and will hereafter reward with 
everlaſting glory our benevolent endeavours to 
lead men to truth and immortality. But yet, 


2. There 1s the utmoſt reaſon to lament the 


force of thoſe ſinful prejudices, by which men 
reſiſt 
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reſiſt all the kindeſt efforts for their holineſs and 
ſalvation.ä— O!] ye unhappy , Jews and perverſe 
offspring of Iſrael,.who could withſtand the in- 
fluence of the. beſt inſtructions and beſt exam- 
ples joined with the greateſt authority—whom 
the faireſt image of the God of love and a ſe- 
ries of the moſt beneficent actions could not melt 
into affection and gratitude—and who could be- 
hold, without relenting, a weeping, bleeding and 
dying Saviour, from whence. ſprung this hard- 
neſs and impenitence of heart? What was it, 
that could. thus' ſteel your breaſts againſt every 
thing generous and grateful? What was it that 
could render you proof againſt the awakening, 
alluring and efficacious miniſtry of the Sox or 


Gop ? 


The prevailing temper of the Jews and their 
predominant affections leave us at no loſs to aſ- 
ſign the cauſe. They were all prepoſſeſſed with 
the falſe notion and hope of a temporal prince and 
ſaviour. They were fond of rule, of high places 
and great ſtations, of riches and wealth, of ſcenes of 
luxury and pleaſure, and they expected every ob- 
JeQ to gratify theſe wiſhes under the reign of the 
Meſſiah. Thelove of the world was their predo- 
minant paſſion; the things of this world were the 

D objects 
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objeds of their prevailing aim: therefore the love 
of God, of goodneſs and of truth was not in 
them. They fought the honour that came from 
men, and their hearts were eſtranged from the 
noble defire of honour and eſteem 'with God, 


This was the cauſe of their condemnation and 
ruin; that“ when light came into the world, 
they loved darkneſs rather than light, becauſe 
their deeds were evil.“ For as our divtne Ma- 
ſter reaſons on this caſe, Every one that 
doeth evil, hateth the light, neither cometh to the 
light, left his deeds ſhould be reproved. But he 
that doeth truth, cometh to the light, that his 
deeds may be made manifeſt, that they are 
wrought in God,” John iii. 18, 19, 20. 


And as the love of the world and an attachment 
to their vices bred this inward averſion in the 
minds of the Jews againſt the perſon and labours 
of J=svs CRRISsT, fo the fame baſe principles 
in all ages are produQtive of the ſame hatred to 
the felf-denying, purifying and benevolent doc- 
trines of religion and the Goſpel. Men flight 
and diſregard the weightieſt truths and moſt mo- 
mentous concerns, they ſlight their God, their 
fouls and eternity, becauſe they are enſlaved by 

the 
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the like ſinful prejudices. The eſteem and cul. 
toms of the world, its different ſcenes of plea- 
ſure or of gain, from the higheſt to the loweſt 
purſuits of ſenſuality and avarice, are deemed 
too great and valuable to ſacrifice for the favour 
of God, the ſober ſatisfactions of goodneſs and 
virtue and the happineſs of eternity. 


Such affecting inſtances of the force of ſinful 
paſſions, indulgences and views are daily paſſing 
before the weeping eyes of Religion and Good- 
neſs. To ſee a man, by the power of diſtemper or 
through years, ſo far loſt to the dignity and thoughts 
of manhood as to return to and be pleaſed with 
the toys and baubles of a child, is a melancholy - 
ſpetacle. But to ſee a rational creature that 
might vie with angels, nay that might reſemble 
ſupreme excellency, that might bear and reflect 
all the moral glories of the Deity, to ſee him 
refuſing and diſclaiming all other joys and pur- 
ſuits than thoſe of a brute, of ſenſe and time; 
this is a ſad token of a diſtemper more unnatu- 
ral and dangerous than any diſorder of body, 
and affords a ſpeQacle ſufficient to trouble our 
bowels within us and to call forth the tears of 
tenderneſs and grief, 
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Take heed then, my fellow chriſtians, that 
your hearts be not hardened with the deceit- 


fulneſs of fin. Remember the wicked and ob- 


ſtinate Jews, to whom our Lord with invincible 
' meeknels and ſteady goodneſs ftretched out his 
hands of compaſſion and grace for weeks and 
years in,vain: Remember them, leſt being like 
them ſeduced, you ſhould like them fall under 
an aggravated doom.—But this brings me, 


Laſtly, To requeſt that you would permit me 
with all plainneſs and ſeriouſneſs (and in matters 
of this conſequence ſerious freedom is our duty) 
to warn and intreat you, that you would hum- 
bly and diligently ſtrive and fervently pray, leſt 
you ſhould be unhappy monuments of impeni- 
tence and irreligion, under the beſt means of in- 
ſtruction and converſion, | 


Vou now enjoy, my fellow chriſtians, the light 


of the goſpel and are favoured with various op- 
portunities for religious improvement and with 
renewed Sabbaths. You muſt own that the Goſ- 
pel doth not want efficacy, nor ſufficient means 
for the ſalvation of the greateſt ſinner. You are 
not indeed called to behold and hear a Saviour 
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tabernacling in fleſh, and the Son of God preach. 
ing through your coalts in his own perſon. 


But then the New Teſtament, that invaluable 
legacy of his friendſhip and love, is open to 
your peruſal. Every page of it breathes the 
fame tender emotions of ſoul that breathed in 
his perſonal preaching. The ſame ardour of af- 
ſection for ſinners, the ſame ſolicitude for their 
falvation liveth in the ſacred records. You en- 
Joy the ſame excellent inſiructions, that were 
poured from his lips. The ſame powerful and 
good example, the Jews of his days beheld with 
their eyes, is held up to your view 1n the me- 
moirs of his life. And the ſame divine and com- 
manding authority, at which they were aftoniſh- 
ed, ſpeaketh in the declarations and' precepts of 
the Goſpel. And you are diſtinguiſhed with an 
advantage the people of - Judea were without 
during our Lord's perſonal miniſtry, namely the 
full evidence of his heavenly miſſion reſulting 


from his reſurrection and the fulfilment of dif. 


ferent prophecies. we ſee now accompliſhing. 


And though, Brethren, you do not converſe 
with the Son or Gop in the fleſh. Yet you 


are addreſſed in his name, by the authority of 


his 


e 
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his precepts, by the power of his friendſhip and 
by the reverence due to his exalted charatter, 
who is the Lord of all and the Judge of the 
world. Jeſus Chriſt ſpeaketh to you by his 
goſpel and by his miniſters. Allow me to fay, 
that many excellent perſons have exhauſted their 
ſtrength in the ſervice of ſouls, and many are 
now proſecuting the ſame benevolent work. 
They deſire no further regard than as what they 
deliver is indeed connetted with your eternal 
ſalvation and approves itſelf to your calm conſi- 
deration as the words of ſoberneſs and truth, hs 
important words of eternal life. 


Let not then the Saviour of mankind now ad- 
dreſs and intreat you by the records of his doc- 
trine, life and death, and by the ſolemn evidences 
of his exaltation and dignity for nought and in 
vain. Let it not be ſaid that indeed the Son of God 
did live and die, and now liveth and reigneth ; 
but that it is in vain with reſpe@ to you. Let 
not them, brethren, who eſteem it the higheſt 
office of kindneſs to bring you the words of 
eternal life, and to perſuade you to be recon- 
ciled to God, let them not ſtretch out their hands 
in vain, Let it not be in vain that they ſtudy 
wy moving form of addreſs. and ſeck for 


every 


C's 1 
every convincing argument. Let it not be in 
vain that they beſeech you publicly, and weep 
over the indifference of men to religion and 
truth in private. Let them not labour in vain, 
and ſpend their ſtrength for nought and in vain. 
Let not this Sermon be in vain : but ariſe, dear 
Sirs, if you have been hitherto unconcerned 


about the one thing needful, and return unto 
God through Jeſus Chriſt that you may live. 


If it is in vain that we ſtrive for your ſalva- 
tion, if you will flight the moſt ſerious warnings, 
the moſt generous labours and tender entreaties ; 
ſtill, my Brethren, permit me to fay, it is our 
encouragement and our animating hope, * that - 
our judgment is with the Lord and our work with 
our God:” and however you may turn away from 
theſe things and put theſe thoyghts far from you, 
the awful period draws near, when the ſincere and 
faithful miniſter ſhall ſee you, at length, ſeeking 
ſalvation without being able to find it, and proba- 
bly applying to them to interpole their friendly 
offices for your ſouls, whoſe remonſtrances and 
perſuaſions you now rejett with indifference and 
ſcorn. He will then ſee you labouring in vain, 
and ſpending your ſtrength for nought and in vain. 
Hut the proſpett is too painful and diſtreſling ! 


Happy 
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Happy the miniſter, whoſe faithful and gene- 
rous labours ſhall then be owned and rewarded 
by God, though it is the ſeaſon of diſtreſs and 
ſorrow to ſome of his once beloved charge 

Happy, unſpeakably happy, the chriſtian peo- 
ple who fliall then ſtand ſorth as, the monu- 
ments of his ſucceſs; his glory, his joy and his 
crown of rejoicing for ever May the reſpec- 
tive congregations whom we ſerve in the Lord, 
and we the helpers of their faith and ſalvation, | 

' , +be- thus: bleſſed, and mutually triumph over and 

with one another for ever. Amen and Amen. 


